Appl. No. 10/720,308 

Amendment dated December 21, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of 



TMI-5008 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1-32. (Canceled). 

33. (Currently Amended) A storage system comprising: 

a plurality of disk devices configured into a plurality o f non-removable storage 
volumes; 

a network interface to be coupled to a computer; 

a control unit coupled to the disk devices and to the network interface; and 
a memory coupled to the control unit, 

wherein the control unit receives a verification command from the computer to 
identify whether a removable storage device is present tho typ o o of storag o vo l umos 
conn e ct e d to th e comput e r , 

wherein the control unit sends a reply to the computer indicating that a 
removable storage device is present conn e ct e d , the removable storage device being 
virtualized . as a first virtualized removable storage device, and being related to a first 
storage volume of the plurality of non-removable storage volumes and not being 
related to a plurality of other storage volumes of the plurality of non-removable 
storage volumes such that the computer can access the first sto rage volume as a 
removable storage device. 
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wh e r e by th e on e storag e volum e i s prov i d e d to th e comput e r as a r e movab le 

storag e d e v i c e so that th e comput e r c a n b e boot e d by using th e ono storag e volume 
and w i thout obta i ning i nformat i on about tho p l urality of othor storag e volumes. 

34. (Currently Amended) A storage system according to claim 33, 

wherein in order forw heR the computer istobe booted, the at l east one fjrst 
storage volume that is indicated as being a non-removable storage device is 
recognized by the computer while the plurality of other non-removable storage 
volumes are not recognized bv the compute r is mapped to tho v i rtua l vo l um e for 
prov i ding to th e comput e r a nd a t le ast a noth e r on o of th o stor a g e vo l um e s i s not 
mapp e d to the v i rtua l vo l um e such that tho computer can b e boot o d w i thout ne e d i ng 
to r e cogniz e th e a noth e r stor a g e vo l umo that i s not m a pp e d to th o v i rtual vo l um e. 

35. (Canceled). 

36. (Currently Amended) A storage system according to claim 35, 

wherein, based on receiving an s e cond instruction from the computer for 
ejecting the first part i cu l ar virtual ized removable storage device unit from th o v i rtual 
disk drive, the control unit modifies a volume management table so that th o control 
unit makos the computer recognizes that the first virtualized removable storage 
device vo l um e is ejected, and 
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wherein the control unit notifies the computer of completion of ejecting the first 
virtualized removable storage device votome. 

37-40. (Canceled). 

41. (Currently Amended) A storage system according to claim 33, 

wherein a second storage volume is set as a replica volume of the firs tat l e ast 
one storage volume, and 

wherein the control unit stores data into the first at l east on e storage volume 
and the second storage volume if the control unit receives a write command for 
writing data to the first part i cular virtual removable storage device wrt from the 
computer. 

42. (Currently Amended) A storage system according to claim 410, 

wherein, in response to receiving an tlwd-in st ruction for stopping a replication 
from the computer, the control unit stops storing the data into the second storage 
volume. 

43. (Currently Amended) A storage system according to claim 36, 

wherein a second storage volume is set as a replica volume of the first at le ast 
one storage volume, 
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wherein the control unit stores data into the firsta t l ea st on e storage volume 
and stores data to be stored in the first storage volume to the second storage volume 
if the control unit receives a write command for writing data to the first particu l ar 
virtual storage devicew rt from the computer, and 

wherein, based on receiving another t h e s e cond instruction from the computer, 
the control unit stops storing the data into the second storage volume. 

44. (New) The storage system according to claim 43, wherein the data in the second 
storage volume is a copy of data in the first storage volume, and wherein said 
another instruction instructs to stop copying. 
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